Increasing cloudiness to-
night. Friday rain or snow.
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’ and Cheerful.
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Fire Wrecks Academy of Music,

Sleepers Have Narrow Escape,

Water Hurled on the Blazing Structure Quickly Turned to Iee.
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Engine and Water Tower in Front of the Academy Pumping Great Streams Into the Interior of Theater.
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REHEN ESCAPE  TWENTY DEAD BAKER DEFENDS
WHENSTAGE EALLS | BY EXPLOSION .~ SCHOOL BOARD
THOUT WARNG 1§ COLORADO 1N AN OPINION &

Hose Cart on Way to Fire
| Crashes Into Street Car

|

|Coal Mine Near Trinidad|Practically a Complete

Surrounding Property in Danger

~ {he could not

STEVENS
AT HEAD
OF CANAL

'Quickly Named to Fill
Place Vacated by
Shonts,

Former Chairman Goes
to Ryan-Belmont
Interests.

It was officially announced today
| that Chief Engineer Stevens will be
appointed chairman of the Isthmian
{ Canal Commission, viee Theodore P.
{ Shonts resigned

| The four existing
{in the commission will be filled, tem-

porarily, at the

vacancies now

least, by appoint=

ment of four of the bureau chiefs
{who are now at work on the
tisthmus.

Mr. Shonts is still president of
the Panama Railway Company, but
{at its annual meeting, which will
take place in April, his successor

wi!l be chosen.
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Washington bur
that
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Was the Choice of Morton,

1§ Wn eyes

President’s Faith in Stevens,

That investigation, it is now sald, con.
ed ¥ at » division of uthor
1 yonsibility was wrong Mr

vens wanted to boss eanal buaild-
E: g. and the Presi got the idea that
| & boss who was handy to ths job w
| be most desirable. Further, he

| convinced that Stevens was

s man

After the sident

came back to

W iington, it is recounted, Mr. Mor-
t came to Wash and was a
caller at the White

goes that at this visit the

expiained his embarrassment

dicated that he would like \lr
ff his hands. Mr. Morton went Ln K to
{New York, and presently the te nd»:

was made to Chairman nhu-xln of
traction positiop that had or
the disposal of the former
Navy
halrman Shonts has neyer
| ceptable to the Senators who have
canal matters,
was never oon-
rrestad in tha
Wl refn i to
pite much na-
He said his
re, and

el
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interested themselves in
“nl
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jraw from it 4
and other cri
ate fortune was i
affe
pro
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{ was held out, and this somew mollt-
| ied Senator ial opposition

| Joins Belmont Forces.

| Mr. Shonts will go to New York,

re he
Interborough

has been elected president of
Metropolitan Company,

I wi
| the

fowned by the ¥ n-Belmont interests,
{ which ceniro! the subway and many of
;hu surface traction lines of the me-
| tropolis

, AS chairman of the Canal Commission,
|

Mr. Shonts received the munificent sal-
ary of $300M. As president of the New
York company will receive a still

| larger amount, but the exact sum is not
| named.

The following
resignation

letters respecting the
glvan out at the White

are

{ Ho
; “New York, January
“My Dear Mr. President: 1
tender my resignation as xnulrmau ot
the Isthmian Canal Commission, effect-

ive at your pleasure, but not later than
March 4, 1900,

It i1s unnecessary for me (o assure
you of my great appreciation of the
corfidence you have reposed In me. and
of the splendid support you have al-

| {Continued on Eighth Page.)




